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Five Years! It’s hard to believe that this is the Five Year Anniversary of the Training Blitz.  All year we look forward to 
providing this training opportunity for you. This year is extra special for us. We are planning on making Training Blitz 
2018 the best to date.  
 
This year we have partnered with Pittsburgh Marriott North in Cranberry. They are going to be our host for the event 
and were able to to give us some great discounts on room reservations for the weekend at only $114.95 per night. There 
are an overwhelming number of benefits of being able to hold Training Blitz 2018 at Pittsburgh Marriott North. We 
simply outgrew our previous location. Now we have the oppurtunity to hold four classes at one time! There will be 
plenty of room to sit and take notes. Also, the Saturday night Meet & Greet will be held on site.  
 
The registration cost for the entire weekend is only $50 per person.This will include all the education you can handle as 
well as food and refreshments for the whole weekend. We had some folks who couldn’t make both days of the Blitz in 
the past. If you can only attend one day, the cost is $30. Sign up, show up and you will walk away with some great 
information. And who knows what else you’ll take home with you!  
 
Registration will open at 8:00 am both Saturday and Sunday. The registration table will be open all day both days to 
register at any time or to answer any questions you may have.  
 
 

There are two easy ways to register: 
Visit www.CTEMS51.org and register under the training tab 

or simply fill out the attached registration form and return with payment to: 
Cranberry Township EMS 
20727 Route 19, Suite 51 

Cranberry Township, PA 16066 
 

 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us.  
Bill Humes, Paramedic 
Training Officer 
william.humes@ctems51.org 
724-776-4480 ext 1915 

 
 

 
Pittsburgh Marriott North Cranberry  
100 Cranberry Woods Drive 
Cranberry Township, PA  16066 
724-772-3700 
Use “Cranberry Township EMS Training Blitz 2018” for the room 
discount when you call.  

 

http://www.ctems51.org/
mailto:whumes@ctems51.org
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8:00 am to 8:45 am
8:45 am to 9:00 am

9:00 am to 10.30 am

10:30 am to 10:45 am

10:45 am to 11:45 am Dr. Lenny Weiss              
Evolution of EMS

Dr. Ron Roth                              
Non Ortho Sports Injuries

Dr. Rich Kaplan              
Crashing Patients

Dr. Jerry Escajada          
Envir. Emergencies

11:45 am to 12:30 pm

12:30 pm to 1:30 pm Chelsie Sobecki                    
Organ Donation 101

Dr. Sheila Roth                
Emotional Impact on FR

Dr. Chareles Feronti                  
Get In My Belly

James Dlutowski                         
QA the Pittsburgh Way

1:30 pm to 1:45 pm

1:45 pm to 2:45 pm Dr. Paul Paris           
Providing Analgesia

Dr. Saptarshi Biwas    
Suspension Trauma

Justin Barry, PA               
Inpatient Burn Care

James Dlutowski                   
We're Coming for you Seattle!

2:45 pm to 3:00 pm

3:00 pm to 4:00 pm Shane Speilvogle                     
Don't Tell the Boss

Tiffany Rohde-Wyant        
Burning the Candle

Wes Semple                       
Backing the Thin Blue Line

Dr. Rick Wadas                        
Ride the Wave

Break

Break

Saturday August 18th, 2018
Registration and Breakfast

Opening Ceremony and Welcome Speech

Keynote Speaker - Dan Swayze - Changing our Response to the Opioid Crisis

Break

Lunch

 
 All classes subject to change or substitution. Schedule is for times only. Classroom designations have not been established.  

 

 

 

Saturday Evening Meet & Greet 
 5 pm to 9 pm located in the Pittsburgh Room 

Join us in the Pittsburgh Room in the Marriott lobby for a meet and greet to relax after a day of classes. 
 

Each attendee over the age of 21 will be given two (2) drink tickets. 
 

Nonalcoholic beverages and appetizers will be provided. 
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Saturday Classes 
9:00 am to 10:30 am Keynote Address 

 
Changing our Response to the Opioid Crisis 

Dr. Dan Swayze – Vice President/COO – Center for Emergency Medicine of Western PA 
Overdoses are now the leading cause of death in young adults, and traditional efforts to manage the crisis do not appear to be 

helping. In this session, Dr. Swayze will review some innovative and controversial approaches being used by EMS systems in other 
communities to address this continuing crisis. 

CEU: 1.5 Clinical Patient Care 
 

10:45 am to 11:45 am 
 

Hearse to Freightliner, The Evolution of EMS 
Leonard Weiss, MD, -Department of Emergency Medicine, UPMC/Command Physician – UPMC Prehospital Care  
From a hearse to a freightliner, take a look at how EMS evolved from Johnny and Roy to a complex integrated healthcare system. 
CEU: 1.0 Clinical Patient Care 
 
Non Orthopedic Sports Injuries 
Ronald Roth MD, FACEP, FAMES – UPMC 
Sprains, strains and fractures are relatively common at sporting events. Their care is relatively straight forward; evaluate, splint, and 
administer analgesia if required. But is your EMS agency prepared to handle the wide variety of non-orthopedic sports injuries that 
can occur during a sporting event? 
CEU:1.0 Clinical Patient Care 
 
Ten More Crashing Patients 
Rich Kaplan, MD, MS, FACEP – Adjunct Clinical Professor of Emergency Medicine - Allegheny Health Network  
Utilizing case reviews, we examine ten more crashing patients, including those with anaphylaxis, CHF exacerbation, and status 
asthmaticus. We spend additional time on patients suffering an acute MI with cardiogenic shock, an LVAD, intracranial hemorrhage, 
aortic dissection and more. 
CEU: 1. 0 Clinical Patient Care 
 
Environmental Emergencies 
Dr. Jeremiah Escajada – EMS Medical Director – Clinical Instructor – Department of Emergency Medicine – UPMC 
We will discuss various emergencies as related to the environment, including current medical diagnosis and treatment.  
CEU: 1.0 Clinical Patient Care 
 

12:30 pm to 1:30 pm 
 

Donation 101 
Chelsie Sobecki -Donor Family Support Coordinator-CORE-Center for Organ Recovery & Education 
This course will walk participants through the “who we are” and “what we do.”  We will take them through each step starting at the 
DMV and ending at our Aftercare program.  The main focus will be on how EMS ties into what we do and how we couldn’t do “what 
we do” without them.   
CEU- 1.0 Clinical Patient Care 

 
When Disaster Strikes: The Emotional Impact of Responding  
Dr. Sheila Roth 
The other side of disaster response is examined – the emotional side. The impact of disaster on the human psyche and how to 
prepare for it is highlighted in this presentation. We also examine how responses and reactions of victims vary depending on the 
type of disaster, and the impact that this interaction has on you, the responder. Strategies for your self-care and emotional recovery 
following such events are discussed. 
CEU: 1.0 Clinical Patient Care 
 
 



  

7 

 

 
 

12:30 pm to 1:30 pm (continued) 

 
Get In My Belly! 
Charles J. Feronti, DO, FACEP – Emergency Physician – Allegheny General Hospital – Clinical Assistant Professor – Temple University  
Realizing the variety of causes of abdominal pain and their varied levels of severity, this case-based course helps the EMS provider 
quickly hone in important history and physical exam findings to point them in the direction of a working diagnosis. Correct treatment 
and transport to an appropriate facility can be the difference between life and death, and save your medical director a belly ache in 
the process! 
CEU: 1.0 Clinical Patient Care 
 
QA the Pittsburgh Way: Zero to Culture Change in Five Years  
James Dlutowski- Paramedic/Crew Chief – City of Pittsburgh EMS 
This program focuses on developing a quality assurance from scratch. We discuss our journey from revamping a tired, ineffective 
quality assurance program to developing one that is data-driven, efficient and most importantly accepted. We review the entire 
quality assurance process including choosing, interpreting and moving metrics as well as gaining the confidence of your staff. 
CEU: 1.0 Clinical Patient Care 
 

1:45 pm to 2:45 pm 
 
Suspension Trauma Syndrome  
Saptarshi Biswas MD, FRCS, FICS, FACS – Associate Trauma Medical Director – Forbes Hospital 
Because patients can deteriorate very quickly and the wrong intervention can mean the difference between a rescue and a recovery 
mission, first responders and EMS providers must know the current recommendations for suspension trauma rescues and the 
underlying theories and pathophysiology of suspension trauma syndrome. We discuss prehospital treatment for suspension trauma 
and list those at risk of death from suspension trauma. 
CEU: 1.0 Clinical Patient Care 

 
Management of the In Hospital Burn Patient 
Justin Barry, PA – UPMC Mercy Burn/Trauma 
UPMC Mercy is the only Western Pennsylvania Hospital that is both a level 1 trauma center and a comprehensive burn center all 
under one roof. Join Justin Barry of Mercy Burn/Trauma as he talks about managing the burn patient and learn about how this 
unique hospital treats the thousands of burn patients that they see every year. 
CEU: 1.0 Clinical Patient Care 

 
We’re Coming for you Seattle!  
James Dlutowski – Paramedic/Crew Chief – City of Pittsburgh EMS 
This program is designed to show the next step that Pittsburgh EMS must take in order to boost the success rate of patients in 
cardiac arrest. Currently the City of Pittsburgh has the second highest reported resuscitation rates of patients who experience 
sudden cardiac arrest in the nation with a success rate of 18.5%. Seattle leads the nation with a success rate of 19.9%. Find out how 
Pittsburgh plans to be number 1! 
CEU: 1.0 Clinical Patient Care 
 
Providing Analgesia in the Era of the Opioid Epidemic 
Paul M. Paris, MD, FACEP, LLD - Professor of Emergency Medicine; Senior Medical Director, UPMC Prehospital Care; Chief Medical 
Officer, Center for Emergency Medicine 
This lecture will explore the risks and benefits of morphine and fentanyl use in a variety of pain states. Other methods of analgesia 
will also be explored. 
CEU: 1.0 Clinical Patient Care 
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3:00 pm to 4:00 pm 
 

Don’t Tell the Boss: Error and Near Miss Reporting in EMS  
Shane Spielvogle – Executive Director – North Huntingdon EMS/Rescue  
Once an error has occurred, it can't be taken back, but we can learn from mistakes and prevent future ones. This presentation will 
discuss the issue of errors and near miss reporting in EMS-what do we know, what do we do when it happens, and how do we learn 
and adjust from these mistakes? Just don't tell the boss! 
CEU: 1.0 Clinical Patient Care 
 
Burning the Candle; Stress and Burnout in EMS 
Tiffany Ann Rohde‐Wyant, BA, NRP, CP-C, MCEE – Prehospital Care Coordinator – Somerset Hospital - AHN 
EMS is a rewarding career, but burnout and stress can lead to significant health problems, poor work performance, desensitization, 
and even death within our profession. This class delves into what stress and burnout is specifically to our professionals and methods 
that we all can utilize and practice within our agencies, units, and even homes to reduce and eliminate burnout within our 
profession and increase the health and wellness of our providers. 
CEU: 1.0 Other 
 
Backing the Thin Blue Line: EMS Support of Law Enforcement Operations 
Wesley Semple, B.S., NRP – Operations Manager, Preshospital Response Program - AHN 
The chance that you will respond to some type of Law Enforcement Incident in the near future is increasing each day. In the past few 
years we have seen a rise in these types of responses and that number continues to grow exponentially. It is important that EMS 
providers have a basic knowledge of what is expected of them at these incidents along with how to plan for expanding incidents. 
Topics in this course will include response to SWAT Incidents, Warrant Service, Clandestine Operations, Active Shooter Incidents 
along with medical planning and operations at these expanding incidents.  
CEU: 1.0 Clinical Patient Care 
 
Ride the Wave 
Richard Wadas, MD, FACEP – Associate Regional Medical Director, EMS West – Clinical Professor of Emergency Medicine, University 
of Pittsburgh School of Medicine 
This class includes a review of carbon dioxide chemistry and physiology in the human body as well as a review of methods for 
measuring CO2 in exhaled air. Dr. Wadas will describe the normal capnogram and what physiological and pathological factors may 
affect the capnogram.  
CEU: 1.0 Clinical Patient Care 
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8:00 am to 8:45 am

8:45 am to 10:15 am
Jim Vardzel & Jen Swab 

Behavioral Health
Dr. Greg Hellier              
Hurt At Work

Semple, Druga, Cummings 
Shots Fired!

Jenna Robison     
Prehospital Burn

10:15 am to 10:30 am

10:30 am to 11:30 am
Shawn MacIntyre             

Fire Rehab
Dr. Al Philp                   

Organ Donation/Trauma
Dr. Brenden Mulcahy   

Click, Click, Boom!
Dr. Alan Shapiro         

Friend or Foe?

11:30 am to 12:30 pm

12:30 pm to 1:30 pm

1:30 pm to 1:45 pm

1:45 pm to 3:15 pm Peter Frejkowski               
MCI Becomes Distaster

Dr. Vince Mosesso 
Abdominal Trauma

Dr. Sylvia Owusu Ansah 
Let's Chat about PAT 

Erin Grimm                        
They Have an LVAD

3:15 pm to 3:30 pm

3:30 pm to 4:30 pm Dr. Benjamin Lawner 
Prehospital Ultrasound

Dr. Vince Mosesso       
Medical/Large Events

Dr. Cynthia Kenmuir 
Advances in Stroke Care

Dr. Kevin O’Toole           
Intro to Hypbarics

Break

Break

Sunday August 19th, 2018
Registration and Breakfast

Break

Keynote - Bob McCaughn and Doug Garrettson - Hot Topics in EMS

Lunch

 
 All classes subject to change or substitution. Schedule is for times only. Classroom designations have not been established.  
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Sunday Classes 
8:45 am to 10:15 am 

 
Behavioral Health for the First Responder  
 James Vardzel – Paramedic/Crew Chief – Cranberry Township EMS    Jennifer Swab – Training Coordinator – Ross/West View EMS 
This presentation shall explore the behavioral health well-being of first responders. Signs and symptoms of depression and anxiety 
will be discussed along with solutions. A short well-being assessment will also be administered during the program. An active field 
provider will share his story of the difficulties of coping with work and life stressors, and discuss how he managed to overcome those 
struggles. Participants will gain a better understanding of self-awareness of their well-being along with where to turn for help.  
CEU: 1.5 Clinical Patient Care 
 
Hurt at Work: Occupational Trauma 
Greg Hellier, DO, FACEP – EMS Medical Director – UPMC Cranberry 
Dr. Hellier will present several case reviews of patients that were hurt while working. Case reviews will include farm injuries, 
injection injuries, and injuries from falling trees as well as other work-related trauma. This class will include safety, assessment, and 
treatment of the lesser seen types of occupational injuries.  
CEU: 1.5 Clinical Patient Care 
 
Burn Management in the Field 
Jennifer Robison, RN, PHRN – Outreach Coordinator – West Penn Burn Center 
This class will discuss the basics of skin function, pathophysiology of burns, as well as determining degree, depth, and size. Students 
will learn about initial burn assessment and the “ABCDEF” of burns and wound care. 
CEU: 1.5 Clinical Patient Care 
 
Shots Fired! Shots Fired!  Medical Assessment, Care and Movement in a Hostile Environment 
Bill Cummings, NRP - Rob Druga, EMT-P - Wes Semple, B.S., NRP  Modern Public Safety Solutions 
Unfortunately, in today's day and age certain situations across the country have been seen as out of the ordinary and changed the 
way we respond to those incidents. This course will give you a brief introduction on how to approach these types of situations as 
well as give you a new avenue for preparedness. This course will also cover medical assessment in the "hot zone", care that needs to 
be completed in a non-textbook way and movement in the "hot zone". Movement in the "hot zone" with Law Enforcement isn’t cut 
and dry so this will provide some beneficial information on that subject. Both new and seasoned providers will benefit from learning 
this aspect of the changing field and taking a look at it from a different perspective.   
CEU: 1.5 Clinical Patient Care 
 
 

10:30 am to 11:30 am 
 
Fire Rehab in Today’s World 
Shawn MacIntyre, EMT – CTEMS 
This class will discuss the basics of firefighter rehab when EMS responds to a fire scene. It will discuss best practices and equipment 
that should be available. It will also briefly discuss how to treat a down firefighter including removal of equipment.  
CEU: 1.0 Clinical Patient Care 

 
Organ Donation in Trauma 
Al Philp, MD, FACS, FCCM – Trauma Medical Director, AGH – Trauma/ACS System Director, AGH – Assoc Prof Surgery, Temple 
University.  
In cases of severe traumatic injury, the patient may not survive – but they can still help others through organ donation. We’ll address 
issues like: What’s the process? Who can donate? How are the donors and recipients managed? How are disputes settled? 
CEU: 1.0 Clinical Patient Care 
 
Friend or Foe; Documentation in the Electronic Age 
Alan Shapiro D.O, FACEP – UPMC Passavant – Medical Director, Prehospital Care  
This course will explore the intricacies of documentation in the electronic age for EMS. We will explore the necessary components of 
the medical record and errors that can occur with electronic documentation. We will also discuss how your documentation can 
minimize and mitigate complications that could arise in the event of a legal claim.  
CEU: 1.0 Other 
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Sunday Classes Continued 

10:30 am to 11:30 am 
Click. Click. Boom: A Primer for Explosion and Blast Injuries.  
Brendan Mulcahy, DO, PA-C - AHN 
Abstract: The risk for terrorist attacks in the United States is drastically increasing every day. Until this past decade, the United States 
has been largely spared of mega-terrorist attacks, and unfortunately, the number of providers with experience in explosive-related 
injuries is decreasing. Emergency response personnel must be familiar with the unique pathophysiology associated with explosions 
and blast injuries. Explosions can produce unique patterns of injury seldom seen outside combat. When they do occur, they have the 
potential to inflict multi-system life-threatening injuries on many persons simultaneously. Because explosions are relatively 
infrequent, blast-related injuries can present unique triage, diagnostic, and management challenges to providers of emergency care. 
CEU: 1.0 Clinical Patient Care 
 

12:30 pm to 1:30 pm 
 

Hot Topics in EMS- A Panel Discussion 
Robert McCaughan - Vice President- Prehospital Care Services - Allegheny Health Network 

Doug Garretson – President and CEO – STAT MedEvac 
 

1:45 PM to 3:15 pm 
 
 

Let's Chat about PAT - Tools to Help with Pediatric Assessment  
Dr. Sylvia Owusu-Ansah, MD, MPH, FAAP, Assistant Professor of Pediatrics – EMS Medical Director – Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh 
Review of the pediatric assessment triangle, using student engaging case studies. 
CEU: 1.5 Clinical Patient Care 
 
When Your MCI Becomes a Disaster 
Peter J. Frejkowski – EMS Specialist – UPMC Preshospital Care 
This presentation will compare an MCI and disaster EMS operations. We will discuss escalation of resources, department and 
personal preparedness. We will also look at some of the lessons learned through personal experiences in disaster EMS operations.  
CEU: 1.5 Clinical Patient Care 
 
… And They Have AN LVAD 
Erin M. Grimm, FACS, RN – MCS/VAD Coordinator, Heart Acquisition – AGH 
Advances in the management of heart failure have led to an increasing number of patients living outside the hospital with a variety 
of ventricular-assist devices (VADs). These implantable pumps may be placed temporarily as a bridge to cardiac transplantation or 
resolution of a reversible condition, or as destination therapy for the rest of the patient’s life. Emergency medical service (EMS) 
providers may be called to care for such patients experiencing an emergency related to the device itself, the underlying cardiac 
condition, or a totally unrelated medical or traumatic issue. From this course, providers will gain basic knowledge of how these 
devices work, overview of the complications VAD patients may experience, troubleshooting the devices if they alarm or malfunction, 
what emergency interventions can and cannot be performed, and where to turn for guidance, if needed 
CEU: 1.5 Clinical Patient Care 
 
Abdominal Emergencies 
Vince Mosesso, MD, PHP, FAEMS – Professor of Emergency Medicine – Associate Chief, Division of EMS - Medical Director – UPMC 
Prehospital Care 
This session will explore the prehospital assessment and management of the most commonly-encountered abdominal emergencies.  
It will also outline common pitfalls associated with managing abdominal pain and review several recent abdominal case studies.   
CEU: 1.5 Clinical Patient Care 
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3:30 pm to 4:30 pm 
 

Advances in Stroke Care 
Dr. Cynthia Kenmuir, MD, PhD – Interventional Neurologist – UPMC Stroke Institute 
The cutting-edge stroke care – from assessment to intervention 
CEU: 1.0 Clinical Patient Care 
 
Stethoscopes, Fingers on the Pulse, and Other Useless Tools: How Prehospital Ultrasound Can Change Your Assessment Game 
Dr. Benjamin Lawner – Clinical Associate Professor, EM – Temple Univeristy, Medical Director, Prehospital Care Services: Lifeflight 
and EMS- AGH 
The prehospital physical assessment has remained relatively unchanged in the face of evolving technology. Despite its poor 
sensitivity and lack of reliability, physical assessment skills are used to inform judgements about patient condition and transport 
destination. Prehospital ultrasound is a portable and highly reliable means of obtaining useful information about your patient’s 
condition. Review case based scenarios that represent a potential application for real time ultrasound and perform scans in real time 
using volunteer models 
CEU: 1.0 Clinical Patient Care 
 
Under Pressure: Intro to Hyperbarics 
Dr. Kevin O’Toole, MD, FACEP – Clinical Professor of Emergency Medicine- Director- Hyperbaric Medicine Program – UPMC 
Hyperbaric medicine is known to treat a wide-range of both emergency and chronic conditions. This session will review how 
hyperbaric medicine works and provide an overview of the role of EMS in identifying those who may benefit from hyperbaric 
medicine.  
CEU: 1.0 Clinical Patient Care 
 
 
Medical Coverage at Mass Gatherings 
Dr. Vince Mosesso, MD, PHP, FAEMS – Professor of Emergency Medicine – Associate Chief, Division of EMS - Medical Director – 
UPMC Prehospital Care 
This course will discuss how to plan and prepare medical coverage for large events and a review of lessons learned from previous 
mass gatherings in the Pittsburgh Area. 
CEU: 1.0 Clinical Patient Care 
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A Special Thanks to the Training Blitz Committee 

Andrew Bell 
Brian Dambaugh 

Jeff Kelly 
Jim Vardzel 
Matt Nickl 

Mike Hanks 
Sherry Christy 
Teak Baker 

 
 

 
 

And to you Blitzers! 
You are the reason we keep pushing 

forward and trying to create an 
amazing educational experience. 
Thank you! Without the Blitzers 

attending there would be no Blitz! 
 

Our Great Sponsors 
 

Allegheny Health Network 
 

Center for Emergency Medicine 
 

Cintas 
 

Cochran Auto Collision 
 

Dorothy Pentracosta 
 

HHM Insurors 
 

Highmark 
 

Modern Public Safety Solutions 
 

MSA 
 

The Pittsburgh Foundation 
 

Physio-Control 
 

Quick Med Claims 
 

University of Pittsburgh Medical Center 
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Cranberry Township EMS Training Blitz 2018 
Registration Form 

Name:____________________________         Birthday:     
Address:              
Phone:              
Email:_________________________________         

Certification Level:    
PA Certification Number:    

 
Date(s) Attending (Please Circle) 

 

Saturday August 18th 

 

Sunday August 19th 

 

Both Saturday August 18th and Sunday August 19th 
 

The registration fee is $30 for a single day registration and $50 to attend both days.  

 
Please Make Check or Money Order payable to: Cranberry Township EMS 

Return your registration form with payment to: 
Cranberry Township EMS 
20727 Route 19, Suite 51 

Cranberry Township, PA 16066 
 

All registrations must be received by August 10, 2017 
 

If you would like to pay with a credit card, log on to www.CTEMS51.org . 
You can register on the website with a few clicks.  

Credit card payments are accepted through our website via PayPal.  
 

If you need to cancel your registration, you will need to submit the request in writing. No refunds will be given after August 10, 2018 

 
Food and Beverages will be provided throughout the weekend.  

 
 

This year’s Blitz will be held at Pittsburgh Marriott North. Hotel room discounts are available. Please visit our website for  the link 
or use “ Cranberry Township EMS Training Blitz 2018” when you call to make your reservations at 724-772-3700

 
If you have any questions, please contact Bill at 724-776-4480 ext 1915 or William.Humes@ctems51.org 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.ctems51.org/
mailto:William.Humes@ctems51.org
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